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were got by conquest For after he had driuen all the ^Eginetes out of their countrey, he caused the whole He of ^Egina to be deuided by lot amongst the citizens of Athens. And then it was a great comfort to them in this aduersitie, to heare of their enemies hurt and losse in such manner as it did fall out. For their army that was sent by sea vnto Pelopon-nesvs, had wasted and destroyed a great part of the champion country there, and had sacked besides many small cities and townes. Pericles selfe also entring into the Megarians countrey by land, did waste the whole country all afore him. So the Pelo-ponnesians receiuing by sea as much hurt and losse at the Athenians hands, as they before had done by land vnto the Athenians : they had not holden out warres so long with the Athenians, but would soone haue giuen ouer (as Pericles had told them before) had not gods aboue secretly hindred mans reason and pollicie. For first of all there came such a sore plague among the Athenians, that it tooke away the flower of Athens youth, and weakened the force of the whole citie besides. Furthermore the bodies of them that were left aliue being infected with this disease, their hearts also were so sharply bent against Pericles, that the sicknesse hauing troubled their braines, they fell to flat rebellion against him, as the patient against his phisition, or children against their father, euen to the hurting of him, at the prouocation of his enemies: who bruted abroade, that the plague came of no cause else, but of the great multitude of the country men that came into the city on heaps, one vpon anothers necke in the heart of the sommer, where they were compelled to lie many together, smothered vp in litle tents and cabines, remaining there all day long, cowring downewards, and doing nothing, where before they liued in the countrey in a fresh open ayre, and at libertie. And of all this (say they) Pericles is VOL. iv.(')           -                                     2 B